














ROCKY MOUNT AREA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE 
RULES & REGULATIONS 
(Adopted 1/3/2019) 

 

 
 
Section 5.3   Dual or Variable Rate Commission Arrangements 
 
The existence of a dual or variable rate commission arrangement (i.e., one in which the seller/landlord agrees to pay a specified 
commission if the property is sold/leased by the listing broker without assistance and a different commission if the sale/lease 
results through the efforts of a cooperating broker; or one in which the seller/landlord agrees to pay a specified commission if the 
property is sold/leased by the listing broker either with or without the assistance of a cooperating broker and a different 
commission if the sale/lease results through the efforts of a seller/landlord) shall be disclosed by the listing broker by a key, code, 
or symbol as required by the MLS.  
The listing broker shall, in response to inquiries from potential cooperating brokers, disclose the differential that would result in 
either a cooperative transaction or, alternatively, in a sale/lease that results through the efforts of the seller/landlord. If the 
cooperating broker is a buyer/tenant representative, the buyer/tenant representative must disclose such information to their client 
before the client makes an offer to purchase or lease.  
 

Service Charges 

Section 6   Service Fees and Charges 

The following service charges for operation of the multiple listing service are in effect to defray the costs of the service and are 
subject to change from time to time in the manner prescribed: 

Initial Participation Fee: An applicant for participation in the service shall pay an application fee of $1500.00 with such fee to 
accompany the application. 

Recurring Participation Fee: The monthly participation fee for each participant’s company shall be $50.00. Each salesperson 
and licensed or certified appraiser who has access to and use of the service, whether licensed as a broker, sales licensee, or 
licensed or certified appraiser who is employed by or affiliated as an independent contractor with such participant shall be 
individually billed $50.00 per month.  Payment of such fees shall be made on or before the tenth day of the following month, as 
billed by the MLS. 
 
Equipment Fee: MLS may administer and collect any such fees associated with equipment provided for its users. 
 
Invoices:  Invoices for MLS fees / keycards (and any miscellaneous receivables) will be sent out on or about the 1st of every 
month, due by the 10th of the month.  A late fee of $10.00 will be assessed on the 11th day of the current month and will be 
reflected on the billing the 1st of the following month.  On the 15th of the following month, service will be discontinued.  
Members will be required to pay an additional $25.00 reactivation fee and $10.00 late fee prior to service being restored.  
(Amended June 16, 2016)  

 
However, MLSs must provide participants the option of a no-cost waiver of MLS fees, dues, and charges for any licensee or 
licensed or certified appraiser who can demonstrate subscription to a different MLS where the principal broker participates. 
MLSs may, at their discretion, require waiver recipients to sign a certification for nonuse of its MLS services, which can include 
penalties and termination of the waiver if violated*  (Adopted 11/17) 
*Mandatory waiver provision is effective no later than July 1, 2018. 
 

Compliance with Rules 
Section 7   Compliance with Rules—Authority to Impose Discipline 
 
By becoming and remaining a participant or subscriber in this MLS, each participant and subscriber agrees to be subject to the 
rules and regulations and any other MLS governance provision. The MLS may, through the administrative and hearing 
procedures established in these rules, impose discipline for violations of the rules and other MLS governance provisions. 
Discipline that may be imposed may only consist of one or more of the following: 

a. letter of warning 

b. letter of reprimand 

c. attendance at MLS orientation or other appropriate courses or seminars which the participant or subscriber can reasonably 
attend taking into consideration cost, location, and duration 

d. appropriate, reasonable fine not to exceed $15,000 
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